
1960
The American Council on Education  receives a grant from the 
Ford Foundation for the purchase of Meridian House to serve as 
headquarters for the Washington International Center, which was 
founded to advance U.S. global engagement after WWII, along 
with four other international programming groups, all under the 
umbrella organization Meridian House International. 

1974
The Department of State approves a proposal for Meridian House 
International to take over the implementation of the International 
Visitor Leadership Program, the government’s premier 
professional exchange program, which boasts such distinguished 
alumni as Margaret Thatcher, Anwar el-Sadat, and Indira Ghandi. 

1987
After the launch of a $3 million capital campaign, Meridian 
acquires the funds to purchase White-Meyer House next door 
as office and event space for the International Visitor Leadership 
Program and as art exhibition space. 

1992
Meridian House International changes its name to Meridian 
International Center to more adequately capture its mission and 
role in an increasingly globalized world. 

2018
The Meridian Center for Diplomatic Engagement is founded to 
accelerate collaboration between international diplomatic corps 
and U.S. public and private sector leaders to cooperate on solutions 
to global economic and security issues. 
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