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PAST AND PRESENT
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Presented by the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
Washington, DC and Mendian International Center, Past Forward
Contemporary Art from the Emirates is t rst major touring exhibition of
Emirati artwork and the first time the story of the UAE’s unigue culture,
history and development has been told through art. The exhibition is
travelling across the United States on an 18-month odyssey, including
stops in Texas, California, and Washington. Featuring over 50 paintings,
photographs, sculptures, video installations, and modern approaches
has :r.fmo-.qr ‘«—,: lW 25 Emirati artists, it serves to showcase the
vity radia roughout the Emirati art scene. The overarching
highlights the balance between rapid

lopment and the nation’s ties to its heritage and connection with

traditional values. The works feature core elements of Emirati life and
represent all seven emirates, while emphasising the importance ¢

kinship and home, nature and landscape, and technology and innovation
within Emirati ct
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Americg o would not necessarily have heard of the UAE or known
that the grassroots arts sce ven exists,”

Past Forward is much more than an art exhibition. “The beauty [of] art
is that it transcends language and cultural barriers. Each artwork is
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THE BEAT WITHIN

Ever feel like you're dancing to a different beat to everyone else? Silent discos give
you the chance to do just that and there could be few more spectacular venues than
The View from The Shard in central London. On 15 November, head to the top of
Western Europe’s tallest building, buy a beverage, and take in the unparalleled,
panoramic views over the UK's Capital. Pop a silent-disco headset on and browse
the offerings. Three DJs will be battling it out over separate wireless channels, playing
the best in pop, rock and party classics, while you dance the night away at 1,000 feet.
Everyone picks their own beat, so no-one will know which tune has set your toes
tapping. And if you want to know what a room full of people miming a disco looks
like, slip your headset off and take in the crowd's disco moves in silence.
WWW.THEVIEWFROMTHESHARD.COM
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